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Who are 

Forest & Bird?

F&B founder Val Sanderson 

planting trees, Kapiti Island
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Background: Vehicles 

on Beaches

Photo Credit: 

Graham Lowther

 (excl. top left)

Photo: F&B Golden Bay
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The Golden Standard: 

Dunedin City Council 
Policy: Vehicles are not permitted on 
Dunedin beaches unless they are being 
used to launch or retrieve a vessel.

Resourcing and partnership: DCC 
partners with DoC to deliver the 
Community Ranger Programme; a 
seasonal, educative initiative to 
improve compliance with DCC’s 
Reserves and Beaches Bylaw.

Communication: 10/10 
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Next Steps 

Forest & Bird recommend that councils:

1. Use the Land Transport Act (specifically 22AB(1)(f)&(g)) to restrict the use of 
motor vehicles on unformed legal roads (beaches) for the purpose of protecting the 
environment, instead of relying on provisions in the LGA which does not allow bylaw 
creation for environmental reasons.

2. Put more resource (dedicated staff and budget) into compliance and enforcement 
of regulations.
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Next Steps 

Forest & Bird recommend that councils:

3. Provide better information to the public about driving on beaches, such as 
dedicated webpages on council websites and clear and adequate signage at beach 
entry points.

4. Improve cooperation across and between councils, the Department of 
Conservation and the NZ Police to enforce local regulation (bylaws) and national 
legislation (LTA, MMPR).
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Want to know 

more?

Visit our website or Google Turning the 
tide on coastal protection.

Get in touch with your local F&B branch.

Read our latest magazine.

Contact me: c.morgan@forestandbird.org.nz 

mailto:c.morgan@forestandbird.org.nz
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