
The Uawanui Project

A Community Vision for Sustainability



How did it come about?
– School / Community seeking assistance with 

environmental restoration

– Desire for:

• Restoration at a meaningful – catchment scale

• Combined environmental, economic, cultural 
restoration

– Te Aitanga a Hauiti

– Allan Wilson Centre & Groundtruth

• Independent science and practical project 
development.

– Development of Uawanui Vision



Fundamental role of Iwi – Te Aitanga a Hauiti

• Connection
• Long term ownership
• Underlying values – kaitiakitanga
• World view – interconnectedness, 

mauri (life force)



Whole community



Understanding resources…
Natural and human landscape scale has to make sense



Key Points

• Iwi and Community

• Dual Heritage – Shared Future

• Environmental, economic and cultural 
restoration

• A shared vision and landmarks that guide our 
waka toward it

– If we line up these points - we will get there



Uawanui Project

The big picture
• Vision poster

• Uawanui booklet

Landmarks that guide us

Action on ground
Early projects include:

• Kaitawa Estuary 
restoration

• School riverbank

• Riverbank guide

• Inanga

• Weed control

• Education and 
research

• Sustainable land 
management

Keeping connection




