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Patrick St  2009



Heaphy, Charles 1820-1881 :Port Nicholson from the hills above Pitone in 1840 / drawn by Chas. Heaphy 

Esquire.  London, Smith Elder & Co., [1845],   Reference Number: PUBL-0009

Identifies Hutt River, Somes Island, Evans Bay and Wellington. Shows the huts of the first settlers at Petone. View from 

the western hills looking out towards the harbour entrance.



1930s

From Warwick Johnstonôs

History of  Petone Beach



Wharf   25 July 2011



Museum Oct 2007

Effect of storm surges

Museum Oct 2007



Nelson St, Oct 2007



ÅThere will be storms, 

ÅThere will be an earthquake sometime,

ÅThere will be a tsunami someday,

ÅThere is climate change happening
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Å The Petone Dune Restoration Project aims to:

ÅRestore dunes as a natural feature of the Petone 

Beach 
For:

ÅMitigation against potential rising sea level,

ÅMinimising storm surge damage,

ÅMitigation against the next  tsunami,

ÅRestoration of native biodiversity,

ÅReduction in wind-blown sand to streets and 

properties adjacent to the beach,
By:

ÅPlanting native plants, mainly pingao and spinifex 

and by removing weeds and marram.



ÅWhat has this project done:

ÅForedunes



BBQ area,  

Pingao planted 2004

November 2006

Early planting



BBQ area,  November 2006

BBQ area, January 2010

Posts



BBQ area,  November 2006

February 2013



Marram dunes

2004



Marram dunes

Spinifex backed by pingao + backdune

Spinifex + pingao foredunes

2011



Beach St, February 2009

First Spinifex planted

September 2008

More planted spring 2009

View at  February 2013

Against the Wall



William St

Spinifex planted March 2007

and

February 2009
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2018



William St, Feb 2009

Spinifex planted March 2007

January 2011



Profile

Figure 18: Trial 5 dune profiles for Transect 2 (above) planted with a 1.5 m 

wide zone of spinfex immediately adjacent to the seawall five years earlier, 

Bergin & Bergin 2012



East from Cuba St

October 2009  -

March 2010


